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How to Use this Book

This book provides the following information for each kanji.
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(D Kanji Number: A number is assigned to each kanji. The kanji is assigned a
rank based data indicating its degree of familiarity and on its frequency of
appearance in newspapers and in Japanese internet websites. The smaller the
number, the more familiar and the more frequently the kanji is used.

(@ Kanji: The kanji is shown in a textbook font.

@@ Kanji: The kanji is shown in Mincho and Gothic fonts.

(® Radical: The radical is shown.

® Number of strokes: Shows number of strokes used in a kanji. Either the total
number of strokes or kanji number can be used to search the stroke count
index included at the back of the book. There is also an index arranged in the
order of the Japanese syllabary.

@ Joyo (“common use”) kanji: Marked with # ] (Joyo) if the character is one of
the 2,136 joyo kanji.

Kyoiku (“education”) kanji: If a character is taught during elementary school,
it will be marked as /N’ (shogaku) plus the school year in which the character
is taught.

© Kanji examination: If a character is included in the kanji examination, it will be
marked as it (kanken) plus the level of the kanji exam at which the character
is tested.

@0 Japanese language proficiency test: If a character is included among the top-
ics formerly used on the Japanese language proficiency test, it will be marked
‘Nx” where “-x” is used as a category marker. On the new Japanese language
proficiency test, kanji are not indicated based on topic, so the old topic stan-
dards have been followed. Specifically, the former test level 4 will be noted at
Nb5; the former level 3 will be N4; the former level 2 will include N2/N3, and
the former level 1 will be N1.
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@ Personal name: In cases when a character not included in the joyo kanji list is
used for personal names, it will be marked A 44 (jinmei). A character that is
used often for personal names may be used in panel (19) below, where exam-
ples of names “XX-san” are included.

@ Stroke order: Shows the stroke order used to write the kanji.

@3 On reading: Shows the on reading of the kanji. Single characters that operate
as suru verbs are shown with 3~ % 9 (suru/su) , etc. Also shows many
particles such as ga that are frequently used together with verbs. To make in-
put easier, roman letters (romaji) can also be used. These romaji are compliant
with computer word processing software conversions to roman letters. Be-
cause of this, pronunciation may not be represented correctly, so such input is
converted to Japanese text.

@ Kun reading: Shows the kun reading of the kanji. Also shows many particles
such as ga that are frequently used together with verbs, etc. To make input
easier, roman letters (romaji) can also be used.

@ Meaning: Provides simple explanation of a character’s meaning. The latter
part of the kanji number refers to the origins of the kanji, which can be useful
when memorizing characters.

1619 Words: Shows selection of three words that use a particular kanji, and read-
ings are provided in both hiragana and in romanized form. An additional five
words are provided after the first three. These frequently used kanji vocabu-
lary items were selected for inclusion through reference to materials. In some
cases, there will be entries that include fewer than eight vocabulary words.
This may be because the character is used in a small number of specific words,
or it may primarily serve as a proper name or as part of a numeral. On the
other hand, many high frequency words may be included among the kanji
ahead of the rank indicated by the kanji number. In order to include as many
words as possible, we have avoided repeated entries. For example, the word
ongaku (music) will be used as an example for the character ‘gaku’, but not
under the character ‘on” as well. The number of example words available
for each kanji has been given consideration when determining where to place
each example.

@@ Word meanings: Shows English meaning of the word shown in (16). Simple
translations into English are provided, only for use as a reference.

Examples: Example of the usage of the word shown in (16). The examples
include many expressions commonly used in sentences. Example texts have
been prepared with the aim of including as many words using the kanji as
possible. This makes it possible to check how a word is used in a sentence,
and can be used as a reference when producing essays.

Finally, there is information at the end of the book on the joyo kanji and the
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Japanese language proficiency test kanji that are not included in the 2,200 charac-
ters list. Of these 2,200 characters, a list of kanji not included as joyo kanji is also
provided at the end of the book.

References

Amano, S. and Kondo, T. 1999-2000. NTT Database Series Lexical Properties of Japanese. Vol.
1-7. Sanseido.

The Japan Foundation and Association of International Education, Japan. 2002. Japanese
Language Proficiency Test: Test Content Specifications (Revised Edition). Bonjinsha.

Tokubhiro, Y. 2005. “Kanji Vocabulary for Intermediate Learners: An Index Based on Famil-
iarity and Frequency, and Conceptual Maps”. NIHONGO KYOIKU. 127, 41-50.

——— 2005. “Development of Study Materials on Kanji and Kanji Vocabulary for Inter-
mediate and Advanced Students of Japanese”. Koza nihongo kyoiku. (Lectures on Japanese
Language Education) No. 41, 41-63.

2014. “A Proposal to Specify International Standards for Investigating the Com-
monality of Kanji Use and Kanji Identification”. Nagoya Daigaku Nihongo/ Nihon Bunkaron-
shu (Nagoya University Essays on Japanese Language and Culture). No. 21, 1-32.

Yamada, T. et al. 1989. Shinmeikai Japanese Dictionary, 4th Edition. Sanseido.

(14)



KBHIRER A

AFMIEF AN D TR TR RE R

@® @\ @ @ ®
®\ hl i; ka
™~ Ry Toxs 6 vec
3@ E ﬁxﬁ Elzs:mg 1E| BH. B BmAO®.
- = R Do i
\El \AE [3&8 (¥ 3) rainichi (suru)] visit [come] to Japan 2 _A > D4 v H—F —LFBA L,
3 ) /2 3
® [Elfl hibi] day by day, every diy E!Zn TiLvoe %:75%5;}
ALD FALD By o B
C%»éi? . [#7E zenjitsu] the day before EITEDM T, 20 HIZEA BN T W7z,
@»ﬂﬂ@ﬁ”gmm —— - v —
ZR10) ( N5 g LR ¥R —H BA
@ ©® ® @ ®

ORFHS BN FEIREA AT XA SRR IEZD 7 A IR LI R L 48
FHARUEE B 3800 FE RO S5 2 HE 9 H RO IBUF 2 5 o 5 R A N R IR A DU RO RS P sy, D
ORF I TUHEREIRR.
O@WXF &N HMHAR BT HRR
OFE X FIEE.
CEEH  ZNTHLREEL. BENAEERT, BTN TR EBERNN 745 kA
o RIIWSINEMA IS BT RG]
OERNF  ZFEIRE 2,136 M AT, f7ME “HH”
OHENXNF  ZNFHREENT UNEZIF) W, FiE hFEO”, OFTRNFEE,
OXFEE  ZNFHARNFREFREHE AT, FE “SUa0”, OFRNTRER
o
OEENERX T NHIER R AR ETEE A R R, RE “NO”. miTil
E ) H 5 RE 7175 BH A AT DU O bR, PR A AS 22 B L bR AERE AT 70 9. TR
NFERIR 4 FFriEN NS, 3 42 N4, 2 92 N2 - N3, 5 1909 N1,
OAR G FETHEMT AN, FrfE AL mREEE TH% AT
PSP A I EEBEALR, MEOA, U “O0&A” KEXEFIIR.
(WE [ R P AV E SR
BiE ZNTHER. BN T 5807 PSR, B (597 B
FRiE. 534h, EARESNASER, KLl “(~2%)7 ZRERTER, 5 H R Z K
PRtk FIRARES S, RIS B DU I 105 S e Dh e ke, free

(17)



FFAFORIEHKIEE, RTINS BB Tt

@IE IR EARES R, Wbl “(~20) 7 REERIER, K 5H R
AR Z BRI bR R Hok, R bR S S

GFX W FRF U ERREbRE . TS50, AR iEy k3T
WA, U F DTN 2%,

®OE  FI2E 3 A EZBCT R, MR R S AR, IR 8 A T I,
FEFN2E 5 Ao XAl A I RN . A LS AR AR e B 8 4, X2 A
R H R, SRR LA AT BOa M. MR, g5 SERTI DU
B2 | M R, Db TR AT REM SIS B (A, SR T e R Rk i,
CEIRT CWBELE CET TR H PRI, MR IR FRIGH P B A TE R
FEANDUT PR A B S R 3, WA B AT AT T IR

@AY OEER w7 R WECRONRE R, (S

®Flm AEHOFEN ET B XA 2 BRI BOVE AT . AN, IEAERIA)
HH USR] e 22 0 BL 5 2 D T R3] o 1323 W] A PR kAR R A R R O T, R IN 25

Besh, REBALEMARIINIX 2,200 A5 EH T L BB IE R SR FARINER
2,200 7 H AR R A BICRAE T G — Sk .

(18)



o] A9 AHE By

Z1zte] Aol sl o] Al AN = ArE e Lk

@ @ ® @ ®
&Eﬁ- (8] 57 nichi. 7 jitsu
®\\ g & hi, »ka
&5 ZiEA PR ) FOICH w3 5 hel
[ #l% BAO B . 1H. 0. BH. EEI(D%”
©0) B
|
~ i g T S /@ ........................................
\El \‘E { H(—g-g,) rainichi (suru)] visit [mme] tn]mpan Zf\q’ /0)*}'/% F— L §EE| L=,
® {El/z hibi] day by day, every dd\/ E/q ,ﬁ' l,l«h_ L E’?—v&
@\)@gi? & [ﬁuE zenjitsu] the day before guEO)m"C ZD EI iﬁi) BTV,
@—PEA) BTN s —
(ER10) (N5 | 8 CEL=] FER = BA
© 0 ® o ©®

DARIEANS Hd W= % A Aol @ AUE dolHE A BT
Ak MERA W5 Ak WEE AGUT o MEE AR A
ARol7} A425% Qe Leid A4F AgHE FAIY
@B : WAAAY FAR EABU
OO : B2AS 1A B2 EABFU

%% : @4 P4E AN DL

o

®F5 : B9l F AU A ¥R F 5 Aele] Jome F A5 @
A WsE 2 5 AUk Al aslel 5084 A9lw gy
OISR : AT FATE FERA 2, 136049 TP U AFE 4L 0=

glsyh

ORETA : AT BT} LGBA EFHAAN AT B S LHO o
veld Syt O« 258 hddydh

OBRAA : AT DA DAl
Feau,

OFENY : AF Ak ARATHAYY T A AFO TFH] AL AL
‘NO' o= vehigur. dde QrelsdAgas 24 179 @47 B4
Hof 94 7] wEel F EA JFl wskgUh A¥elEHAY T 4FE N5,
T 37 N4, 7+ 23S N2-N3, 7 152 N1o2 Ho] gyt

DAF : G DA FEDA ol9l9] AP E DA e AW oz e
S 9ol S Agen A% 48NS B B 00 oI

@8¢: B4 F22 TAYEIG
£ 9ol $ES AYSUL. BE @A THEN (AT HE e
FB/4 Bom EABGUL B B4 SolE
\ e

) Wb e 2AE AFUh 2ebd B8 A5,
o] Zrba H/): AFES ASERAN V%9 Zrkg WEe JFeR YHun
7] g e FHSN EAF Aol ohle dRe] U WMBEAY

(21)



DES : A4 FHS AU $A S~ AY gol 2 W} we
248 AU 2ob4 E71% AL,

Bvl : Bl £ dEsHl AYGUT. WEF A% el Al AR
of91g Ae AE dgUth 9% 9 FuE s uheh,

BOE] : 3 FA7} 2ol Wl Al A AN Febhte Zokg B2
Eo0g ARG o A 19l Sel Wl FAh2 oAl o] BelE s
oE Wol AF AEHE oAt wael mekA s g A7 94 Bt A
= gy
AL Y BAT Aol FHH ololw Mol F AFPA} FAR 2
% e GO M Wa e G AL Wt e
S @ BE WolE Y] 8 FRE FAGUL. dF Fol K olgt v
of F o] ofut W olgh: wolFe] QFUth 77l @A} 2 wol
T=

sl wols A s,
@role] o @rol o] Fol wx A

soz Fu JE AL

BAR : OIS ARG AR AF AEHE EDE mRsUT ® 3
AE EFeE wol7h Bol Solhu% B wEUGUD. Y #At £4 o
oNA oWl ALEHEA Helsta AR Sl Faue s sk

B Eoll 22007k Eo] AA B FEFAL SHAF FAe A JRE HAUS
Ytk 22007kl S0l A &L FAE A SIN-Ee dERE AAFUT

(22)



